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March 3, 1987

TO: James Roberts, Administrator
FROM: Fern Hyde, Chairman, Historic Preservation Committee
RE': Annual Report for 1986

The May 19th dedication of the Hetfield House was the culmination
of the efforts of many people for nearly a year to present this
historic building in its new setting. Several hundred Mountainsiders
attended the ceremony and many residents described it as "a real
home-town, warm affair." .

Special guests were three former mayors as honorary chairmen,
actress Celeste Holm, Assemblywoman Maureen Ogden and Deacon-
Hetfield-descendant William Hetfield. Former Mayor Fred Wilhelms
wss M.C. and Mayor Bruce Geiger the keynote speaker. Entertain-
ment featured a town crier, V.F.W. Color Guard, Joshua Huddy Fife
and Drum Corps, school children dancers and a barbershop quartet.
Walter Heckel provided a flat-bed for the speakers and committee
member Ruth Goense supplied nearly three hundred red geraniums
for decoration. The geraniums were all sold after the program
ended. £lso on sale were historic flags, House paperweights, head-
bands and history books. A charming reception for specially in-
vited guests followed the dedication. The reception was at the
home, studio and grounds of committee member Harry Devlin and his
wife, Wende.

In April a $10.00 raffle book was mailed to every home in Mountainside,
More than one third of our residents responded and some $18,000 for
restoration was realized from all sources. We have a record of
every purchaser and hope to seek a contribution from those who did
not give. The raffle prizes were awarded on May 31st, with the
winning numbers pulled by Hela Young who draws the winners for the
N.J. State Lottery. This "Sneak-A-Peek" program included tours of
the house led by committee members.

The Restoration Committee joined the Preservation Committee in a
Fourth-of-July activity worked out with the Fire Department. Soda,
popcorn, flags, a 50-50 and music (jointly sponsored by the Recreation
department and the Committee) proved to be very popular and should
be continued in 1987. Our Lady of Lourdes was most gracious in
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helping us set up the rousic hook-ups and a six-foot cardboard
Statue of Liberty with a lighted torch, lent by the Mountainside
Music Assocation, was a dramatic addition. Our part of the program
was coordinated with the Fire Department eo that we concluded as
the spectacular fireworks started.

On Sunday, November 2, an Open House was held as part of the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Commission County-wide program. There
were appropriate decorations, docents and a beautifully narrated
film by Ruth and Bill Frolich of the house moving on June 29, 1985.
Much to our surprise some fifty-four persons signed in.

Many uses of the Hetfield House have been considered. At present
we view the replacement of the left bay window and restoration of
the kitchen, then the Victorian living-room as priori t ies . This
plan would leave the two large middle rooms for clubs or groups to
use once the flooring and walls are stablized. We have consulted
with Harry Kolb regarding removal of kitchen equipment from the
vacant borough-owned house next-door so that groups using the
house can prepare refreshments. The basement floor is poured and
provides a large room which can be decorated and used once access
to the room is provided.^ The committee once again had a large
exhibit at the PTA Fair and will participate again this year.
Anne Hose and Fern Hyde provided programs for the Foothill Club
and the Women's Club and both Kit Carson end Arthur Brahm gave
talks on the history of Mountainside to school classes. Committee
member Harry Devlin continues to be a sought-after speaker and
generously donates his honararia to the Restoration Committee.
Anne Hose and Jim DeRose have given many hours to completing the
Restoration Committee's "application for recognition for exemption"
(I.R.S.) with all i ts attendant papervork. Eleanor Pfeiffer has
taken on the job of secretary and in addition has done a lot of
"digging" into the borough's history. Rowene Miller has been a
part of every program, has edited our well-received article in the
'Echo' (by Arthur Bliwise) and donated a leather-bound guest book
for the Hetfield House. Mary Lou Greeley arranged a special book
sale at the PTA Fair, donating the proceeds to the Restoration
Committee, and prevailed upon her husband and two friends to help--
with great good vibes—et the Fourth-of-July celebration.

Through Kit Carson and boro treasurer Janet Krotnmenhoek we now have
four much-needed file cabinets end a conference table from our 1986
budget. Kit and Art Brahm have been a committee of two to suggest
areas of council/committee responsibilities and will meet with
Councilman Werner Schon and Administrator Roberts to clarify areas
of responsibility, recognizing that usage may al ter some of these
determinations. Liason Marilyn Hart has urged that this meeting
take place.


